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Approximate date of commencement of proposed sale of the securities to the public: As soon as practicable following the effectiveness of
this Registration Statement and upon completion of the merger described herein.
If the securities being registered on this Form are being offered in connection with formation of a holding company and there is compliance with
General Instruction G, check the following box. ☐
If this Form is filed to register additional securities for an offering pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Securities Act, check the following box and list
the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering. ☐
If this Form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(d) under the Securities Act, check the following box and list the Securities Act
registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering. ☐
Indicate by check mark whether the Registrant is a large accelerated filer, an accelerated filer, a non-accelerated filer or a smaller reporting company.
See the definitions of “ large accelerated filer,” “ accelerated filer,” “ smaller reporting company” and “ emerging growth company” in Rule 12b-2 of the
Exchange Act. (Check one):
Large accelerated filer
☒
Accelerated filer
☐
Non-accelerated filer
☐
Smaller reporting company
☐
(Do not check if a smaller reporting company)
Emerging growth company
☐
If an emerging growth company, indicate by check mark if the registrant has elected not to use the extended transition period for complying with any
new or revised financial accounting standards provided pursuant to Section 7(a)(2)(B) of the Securities Act. ☐
If applicable, place an X in the box to designate the appropriate rule provision relied upon in conducting this transaction:
Exchange Act Rule 13e-4(i) (Cross-Border Issuer Tender Offer) ☐
Exchange Act Rule 14d-1(d) (Cross-Border Third-Party Tender Offer) ☐
Calculation of Registration Fee

Title of each class of securities to be registered

Common Stock, $1.00 par value

Amount to be
registered(1)

Proposed
maximum
offering
price per share

Proposed
maximum aggregate
offering price (2)

Amount of
registration
fee(3)

6,561,220

N/A

$162,800,251.40

$20,268.63

(1)

Represents the maximum number of full shares issuable upon consummation of the merger described herein. Pursuant to Rule 416 under the Securities
Act of 1933, as amended (the “ Securities Act”), this registration statement also covers additional shares that may be issued as a result of stock splits,
stock dividends or similar transactions. If the number of shares required to be issued to consummate such merger is increased after the date this
registration statement is declared effective, then the Registrant will register such additional shares in accordance with Rule 413 under the Securities Act
by filing a registration statement pursuant to Rule 462(b) or Rule 429 under the Securities Act, as applicable, with respect to such additional shares.
(2) Computed in accordance with Rule 457(f)(2) under the Securities Act solely for the purpose of calculating the registration fee and based on the book
value per share of common stock of Hamilton State Bancshares, Inc. as of the most reasonable practicable date ($4.90 per share) multiplied by the
maximum number of such shares (41,007,620) that may be exchanged for the securities being registered, minus the amount of cash to be paid per
share by the Registrant to Hamilton State Bancshares, Inc. shareholders in the merger.
(3) Determined in accordance with Section 6(b) of the Securities Act, at a rate equal to $124.50 per $1,000,000 of the proposed maximum aggregate
offering price.
THE REGISTRANT HEREBY AMENDS THIS REGISTRATION STATEMENT ON SUCH DATE OR DATES AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO
DELAY ITS EFFECTIVE DATE UNTIL THE REGISTRANT SHALL FILE A FURTHER AMENDMENT WHICH SPECIFICALLY STATES THAT THIS
REGISTRATION STATEMENT SHALL THEREAFTER BECOME EFFECTIVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 8(A) OF THE SECURITIES
ACT OF 1933 OR UNTIL THIS REGISTRATION STATEMENT SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE ON SUCH DATE AS THE SECURITIES AND
EXCHANGE COMMISSION, ACTING PURSUANT TO SAID SECTION 8(A), MAY DETERMINE.
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Information contained herein is subject to completion or amendment. A registration statement relating to these
securities has been filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission. These securities may not be sold prior to the
time the registration statement becomes effective. This document shall not constitute an offer to sell nor shall there be
any sale of these securities in any jurisdiction in which such offer or sale would be unlawful prior to registration or
qualification under the securities laws of any such jurisdiction.
PRELIMINARY — SUBJECT TO COMPLETION DATED April 5, 2018

Proxy Statement/Prospectus

MERGER PROPOSED — YOUR VOTE IS VERY IMPORTANT
To the Shareholders of Hamilton State Bancshares, Inc.:
On January 24, 2018 and January 16, 2018, the boards of directors of Hamilton State Bancshares, Inc. (“ HSB”) and Ameris Bancorp
(“ Ameris”), respectively, each unanimously approved the acquisition of HSB by Ameris. The acquisition will be accomplished pursuant to the
terms of an Agreement and Plan of Merger, dated January 25, 2018 (the “ merger agreement”), by and between HSB and Ameris. Pursuant to the
merger agreement, HSB will merge with and into Ameris, with Ameris as the surviving company (the “ merger”). Immediately after the merger,
HSB’s direct wholly owned subsidiary, Hamilton State Bank, will be merged with and into Ameris’s direct wholly owned subsidiary, Ameris Bank,
with Ameris Bank being the surviving subsidiary bank of Ameris. Before the merger can be completed, HSB shareholders must approve the merger
agreement.
This proxy statement/prospectus contains information about Ameris, HSB, the merger agreement, the proposed merger and the special
meeting of HSB shareholders. We encourage you to carefully read this proxy statement/prospectus, including “Risk Factors”
beginning on page 32, for a discussion of the risks relating to the proposed merger, before voting.
In the merger, each share of HSB voting common stock and non-voting common stock (together, the “ HSB common stock”) outstanding
immediately prior to the effective time of the merger will be converted into the right to receive: (i) 0.16 shares of Ameris common stock (the
“ exchange ratio”), together with cash in lieu of any fractional share as provided in the merger agreement; and (ii) a cash amount equal to $0.93.
HSB shareholders will own approximately 13.7% of Ameris if the merger is completed in the third quarter of 2018.
HSB will hold a special meeting of its shareholders (the “ special meeting”) with respect to the merger. HSB shareholders will be asked to
consider and vote upon: (i) a proposal to approve the merger agreement; and (ii) a proposal to adjourn the special meeting, if necessary or
appropriate, to solicit additional proxies in favor of the proposal to approve the merger agreement. Approval of the merger agreement req

